I was listening to a talk by Mike Bickle the other day and he had a very fresh perspective on HOPE.

 

He says God has given us a divine gift, and that is to be able to think in pictures, and that HOPE is a picture about your future. So hey, this is a great place to live in then -- Hopeville -- a town filled with pictures of the future.... Because we all live in a town that's been unofficially renamed Hopeville.

 

Good evening to the mayor of the Local Emakhazeni Council, also to the councillors present, and to you, ladies & gentleman, girls and guys.

 

I'm Charles King and I'm here to give you a brief introduction to the work of the WVBCDF.

 

The Waterval Boven Community Development Forum was established last year to support and promote the socio-economic development of our town, which is why we are so excited about the work being done with DreamFields to restore the Emgwenya soccer stadium, which I'm sure you've all heard about!

 

 Imagine...our   community working together to restore the stadium, and afterwards to use and care for the stadium!

 

In support of the HEARTLINES values, which speak of hope and courage and perseverance, as well as Responsibility and Service, the Waterval Boven AND Machadodorp Community Development Forums will be mobilising all the soccer playing clubs and schools in the area to take part in a massive cleanup of the stadium, where team players and school children will scrub and paint the walls, scrape the roof of rust, cut the grass and clear the rubbish. 

 

We will provide the tools and the paint and what we believe is a strong incentive.

 

If we can raise enough funding and get the stadium into playable shape, all of the clubs and schools in Waterval Boven and Onder and Machadodorp will celebrate our love of soccer and community with an all-day DreamEvent tournament.

 

But looking back, who could EVER have imagined exactly one year ago that this community hall would be filled with the people of both Emgwenya AND Waterval-Boven, here together to watch a TV series aptly called Hopeville, a series that has ALREADY been made, and with some of you having even starred in it! Can you see that anything is actually possible.

 

Yes, our picturesque, peaceful town was chosen as a movie set for a TV series to be shown on national television. That Waterval Boven was chosen, shows just how much our town has to offer – for both residents and tourists. But, for the possibilities in our town to be fully realised, we need to all work together.

 

It means that going forward we will say NO to small thinking, no to negativity, no to procrastination and laziness. Instead, in our corner of the world, we will think big, we will always be positive no matter how dark the storm, we will also be proactive and work hard.  And second best is not going to good enough.

 

Do you have any idea how many people have stood in front of me and told me we do not have opportunities here? When they do I tell them they are both blind and deaf.

 

For one, we live in the middle of two international airports. To my left, not even 240km away on the very road that passes our town is the largest, busiest airport on the African continent: OR Tambo International. To my right, just over 100km away, is the Kruger Mpumalanga International. 

 

Both of these are tourist-rich arteries pouring out potential visitors to our region. 

 

Tourism is the New Gold - unlike the old underground gold, tourism is sustainable, it’s renewable, and already provides more jobs and opportunities than mining. This is where our town's future lies... in tourism. 

 

The very road, in excellent condition, that passes our town JUST over there, is most probably one of the busiest national roads in sub-Saharan Africa... it is also the corridor between Africa's powerhouse, Gauteng, and the capital of Mozambique, also the closest port to Gauteng. Tourists travel in their droves up and down this road daily. 

 

Should a tourist turn off the N4 into our town, what do you think they would find valuable here?

 

Just off the top of my head, without much effort, I can tell you that this is the heart of an unusual historical area...
 

That we have world-renowned climbing opportunities here...  

 

And never ever take our fresh air and great night skies for granted - remember that only a small % of people on our planet have access to those. They are valuable and people pay money to experience them. 

 

We are also very close to countless natural locations, including mountains, forests, waterfalls, and some world-renowned views. 

 

We're only 240km from Johannesburg (even less from Pretoria) and only 100km from Nelspruit and the Kruger National Park. 

 

We also have great flora and fauna. 

 

We're also on the edge of the escarpment, and if you don't believe me, go take a walk along the outskirts of Emgwenya to see unbelievable views and spectacular scenery ther! 

 

Do you see now why I tell people who stand in front of me and say there are no opportunities here that they are blind, that can't they see that we are living in a gold mine just waiting to happen?

 

It's time now for everyone in Emgwenya, Machadodorp and Waterval-Boven to experience some of the sunshine. But it's not going to be easy and it’s going to take hard work. But the other option of course is that things will just remain exactly as they are.

 

The overused words of recently elected President Obama are probably fast on their way to becoming a cliche, but somehow I think I'm safe to use them just one more time.  Although they are some of the English language's simplest of words, they are symbolic of change, of the power of self belief, of believing in the truth and that anything is possible. Those words are YES, WE CAN! YES WE CAN!

 

In the spirit of Heartlines and of the series Hopeville, the WVBCDF is calling on everyone in our town to take action and do good for change, not just to talk about doing good.

 

In order for the Forum to succeed in our town, it needs your support and involvement. If you would like to be part of the Forum, please attend our next meeting: It's this coming Tuesday afternoon (the 24th) at 5 o'clock at Stone Circle Bistro, which used to be Sharky’s.

 

Thank you for listening.  I have no doubt you're all going to have a fantastic evening. And I'll see you on Tuesday...... :)

